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President’s Report

Dear Shoestring readers,

Happy New Year and I hope you
had a happy and most importantly
healthy holiday break.

During 2025 some of our members
were fortunate enough to have
transplants so they have a
different year ahead of them. For
those still waiting I wish you all the
best and hope you are fortunate
enough to get that gift in 2026.

We enjoyed a very successful AGM
on November 23rd. It was lovely to
see so many of our members and
to, enjoy hearing their stories and
sharing a cup of tea with them.

Our mission for 2026 was very
clearly articulated by me and our
other committee members , we are
here for our members and to make
your lives more comfortable in the
year ahead.

We also had a wet but wonderful
Xmas party at Studley Park. Thanks
to everyone who braved the rain
and to Darren and Nicole for
organising such a great event.
Ashton and Grant battled the rain
to manage a trivia game so thanks
for the work they put in.

Again, all the best for 2026, may it
be healthy and prosperous for all
of our members.

Regards Steve

At the 2025 DATA AGM, two recipients were awarded the Ron Jones Educational Awards, Mira Brightwell
received the excellence award and Raphael Wolfenden the encouragement award. Mira couldn’t come to the

AGM so she sent an email

Hello my name is Mira. I was lucky enough to receive a kidney from my mum in December 2024.
I was born with kidney disease. I'm now 13 years old, and have just finished my first year of high school.

I would first just like to say thank you for this award, as it will help me in my future to achieve my goals, and help other
people just like me - So that they can achieve their goals as well.
I would also just like to thank Bettina who is my renal nurse at the Royal Children's Hospital in Melbourne, she is my
favourite person in the world who made me want to help people and one day be a nurse, this is my dream - to be in a

career that has helped me so much.

Thank you to her, I wouldn’t be here without her.
Now to be part of the lifetime kidney community, I'm proud to have my story to share.

Thank you to DATA for recognising me.

Mira Brightwell.

| Lauren Jones accepting the award on Mira’s
behalf from Lynne Griffiths-Kee

Sophie Jones (right) with the Wolfenden family.
L to R—DMark (dad), Raphael with the award, Emily (mum) & Sebastian
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Ron Jones Educational Awards

These awards offer a fantastic opportunity

for students between years 6 and 11

The Ron Jones Educational
Awards (RJEA) honours the
memory of a founder and

dedicated worker for DATA,
Mr. Ronald N Jones OAM. The
purpose is to encourage
There

one

scholastic achievement.

are four awards - for

excellence ($1200) and academic

ability and three for

encouragement (3 x $800).

An applicant must be a financial
member of DATA with renal
disease or a child of a parent with
renal disease.

the
year’s
school report together with a 300
word handwritten essay on the

Assessment is based on

applicant’s previous

topic of

“MY CHOSEN CAREER”.

Applications must be received no

later than 30 June 2026. Winners
will receive the awards at the

2026 AGM .

Ron Jones
Eduecational Award
2026
Awarded 1o

DATA Applicant

Please fill in the form below using block letters, include school reports and essay, then forward it to:

The Secretary, DATA, PO Box 159, FOREST HILL 3131

ADDRESS

DATE OF BIRTH

FINANCIAL MEMBER OF DATA

HANDWRITTEN ESSAY

SCHOOL REPORTS

CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR

CURRENT SUBJECTS

... GIVEN NAMES

YESO NOO
YES 0 NO O

YES 0 NO O
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DATA Holiday Homes

The Rosebud & Yarrawonga holiday homes are for the use of DATA members and their immediate family, with a
member present on all holidays booked.

Minimum donation of $250 is required to stay in the house for one week. Bookings can only be taken 6 months
ahead.

Both houses can facilitate haemodialysis machines. For those members on home dialysis, please contact the
House Secretary to discuss if your hospital technician can supply and install a dialysis machine in the house for
your holiday.

We are sure you will appreciate that members on haemodialysis find it very difficult to holiday, so we often
prioritise them over PD and transplant members. But there are always vacancies so please don'’t hesitate to ring
and check.

Friends and extended family are welcome to join the DATA member and they must pay $20 per person per night.

Please note, you are responsible for the cleaning of the houses when you leave which does include bathroom and
toilet, so we expect the houses to be left neat and tidy for the next holiday makers and please do not leave any
food.

No pets allowed with Guide dogs being the exception.

Rosebud

It’s a terrific place to holiday so take full advantage of the
vacancies and book in a week or even just a weekend to get
away.

Yarrawonga

Why not enjoy a holiday in a great part of Australia just
metres away from Lake Mulwala.

Vacancies

March 1st till March 8th

Vacancies

March 1st till March 8th
March 15th till March 22nd

March 29th till April 5th
April 5th till April 12th
April 26th till May 3rd

March 15th till March 22nd
March 22nd till March 29th
March 29th till April 5th
April 12th till April 19th

April 19th till April 26th

Bookings at the Yarrawonga Dialysis Unit Ph: 5743 8189
April 26th till May 3rd

For HOUSE bookings please ring

Yarrawonga House Secretary All of May is available

Amanda Pratt Ph: 9589 4894
For HOUSE bookings please ring
Rosebud House Secretary
Amanda Pratt Ph: 9589 4894

If you need to dialyse at either Rosebud or Yarrawonga Dialysis Units, please do the following:

Contact the hospital to check the availability of booking a chair
Check the vacancy dates of the Holiday House Please remember to take
Then, contact the hospital to confirm the booking. your Holiday House key

. . with you %
Finally, book the Holiday House
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BIG RED KIDNEY BUS Holiday Dialysis
Victorian Locations 2026

Warrnambool 30th January - 23rd February Echuca 27th February - 28th March
NRMA Warrnambool Riverside Holiday Park NRMA Echuca Holiday Park,

125 Jubilee Park Rd, Warrnambool, VIC 8 Crofton Street, Echuca, VIC, 3564
warrnambool@nrmaparksandresorts.com.au echuca@nrmaparksandresorts.com.au

03 5565 1327 1800 555 640

Phillip Island 22nd April - 18th May Mildura 25th May - 27th June
NRMA Phillip Island Beachfront Holiday Park BIG4 Mildura Getaway Holiday Park

164 Church Street, Cowes, VIC 3922 472-486 Deakin Ave, Mildura VIC 3500
03 5952 2211 1800 060 705
phillipisland@nrmaparksandresorts.com.au Stay@milduragetaway.com.au
Daylesford 20th July - 15th Rugust Lakes Entrance 24th Rugust - 19th Sept
Lake Jubilee Holiday Park BIG4 Whiters Holiday Village

151 Jubilee Lake Road, Daylesford, VIC 55 Roadknight Street Lakes Entrance VIC
03 5348 2186 035155 1343

info@jubileelake.com.au info@whiters.com.au

Torquay 28th September - 24th October Rosebud - Mornington Peninsula
Torquay Foreshore Caravan Park 9th November - 12th December

35 Bell Street, Torquay, VIC, 3228 Rosebud Hospital (Peninsula Health)

03 5621 2496 1527 Point Nepean Road,
torquay@gorcc.com.au Rosebud West, VIC, 3939

www.torquaycaravanpark.com.au

PATIENT BOOKINGS THROUGH
KIDNEY HERLTH AUSTRALIA
https:/ /kidney.org.au
Freecall 1800 454 363

1% December 2025
We had a birthday celebration for our patient Jack

‘00‘ D g, today.
o % We used your generous donation to get a gift and a
L ) birthday cake for him. per Yogi
Kidney Kids

22nd October 2025

DATA gifted two Visa cards at a value of $250 each,
to the Monash Children’s Dialysis Unit. Nurses
usually use their own money to buy treats for the
children on dialysis. It can be for special
occasions, or to make a child feel better.
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The held at
Collingwood Town Hall on
Saturday 22" November 2025. The
in Melbourne

service was

weather was
pleasant, last year it was hot. The
service began with the song “Little
Wonders”, which was performed
by the Royal Melbourne Hospital
Music Therapy program and Scrub

Choir.

Dr. Rohit D’Costa, State Medical
Director, DonateLife Victoria,
explained that it was an honour to
the

incredible generosity of donor

share and remember

families who made the lifesaving
gift of transplants possible.

The
transplantation were of

stories of donation and
loss,
gratitude and love. They were

moving and very personal.

Emmy Dichoso, mother of donor
Ian Santiago would like to feel her

oyal Melbourne Scrub Choir

=
v

Donatelife Victoria

Serxvice of Remembrance

sons’ beating heart, which was
donated along with lungs and
kidneys.

Mark Thompson, liver recipient,
who only had days to live before
he had the transplant.

Claire Leeson, daughter of donor
Max Whelan. Max was 68 years old
when a tree branch fell on him,
from a tree that he was felling. Still
in Intensive Care Unit (ICU), when
the
family was approached by the

their hearts were broken,

transplant team to donate Max’s
organs. Although it was hard at the
time, they are grateful that Max
was able to give the gift of life to
many people.

Petra Brosch, heart recipient. Petra
was a fit young woman who loved
running. When she was 35 years
old, she felt tired but decided to go
for a run to make herself feel

better. During the run, she started
hyperventilating and thought that
maybe she should do something
about it. Unbeknown to her she fell
unconscious. Some passer-by
called the ambulance and Petra
ended up in ICU where she was for
2 months. She received a heart
transplant when she only had a
week to live. That was 7 years ago.
Since then Petra has resumed
running and has participated in

Transplant Olympics.

The service was sad, emotional and
special. The people who shared
their personal stories were brave
and genuine. The final song was
“Somewhere Only We Know”.

Afternoon tea followed the service,
where people mingled and spoke
about the generosity of organ
donors and their families.
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2025 AGM Treasurer’s Report

Saward Dawson’s review reports allow us to acknowledge and reflect on our ongoing commitment to provide a variety of
member benefits and supports, along with our outside endeavours to promote healthy lifestyles and create opportunities
for renal nurses to specialize in this field of medicine.

DATA is in a very fortunate financial position based on the decisions of past committees. The Committee members strive to
serve DATA to the best of our collective abilities but it is hard to cover all aspects of general running with dwindling num-
bers sharing the workload.

For the last three years I have asked for assistance in my finance role with none forthcoming. Iunderstand and
acknowledge this role is not for everyone, however, to ensure we can continue as a viable committee we will need to
source a paid office manager who can combine the current office facilitator role with a bookkeeping role for the data entry,
payments and BAS requirements.

Financial Statements for 2024/2025

Let’s start by looking the Statement of Financial Position on Page 4.

This page reveals a small negative difference between the 2024 and the 2025 financial years of $3,846. The increases are
present in property values (which included the $214,000 Rosebud renovations) and Interest earned from the Term Deposits.
The decrease is represented as less cash on hand between the two years. Again overall a decrease of $3,846 between the
two years.

Let’s move on to Revenue. This can be found on page 12.

Section 2. The incoming Revenue is on par with last year, just a few adjustments =. Donations and Interest up, Rental in-
come decreased however we did have Rosebud closed for renovations during this time.

Overall Page Sections 2-5:- If we look in comparison between the two years we see that our cash on hand has decreased
and our term deposits have increased as previously stated.

Let’s move on to Expenses. This is on page 3. This page shows Revenue as a one line based on the Page 12 information we
just went through. If we look at the individual expenses we can see an increases in the contractor payments - office facilita-
tor, our social welfare program and social events.

Saward Dawson Management Letter:
Each year Saward Dawson provide a Management Letter which sets out matters to be considered by DATA, as a point of
transparency it is always published at the AGM therefore all DATA Members can and should be aware of its content.

As outlined in Section 4 — Key Areas of Review Focus. This can be found on Page 2.

Saward Dawson has not found any of our current financial practices to be lacking and we are complying to industry Stand-
ards in the sections relating to:

Movements in income and expenditures.

Completeness of income.

Property, Plant and Equipment.

Fair value of Rosebud and Yarrawonga properties.

However Saward Dawson have recommended we undertake a GST review with lodgment of revised BAS where necessary
to correct ineligible GST credit claims. See Section 8.1 on Page 5.

As outlined in Section 7 — Issues Communicated in Previous Years.
Saward Dawson acknowledges that the Lodgment of Annual Information Statement and Bank Signatories has been dealt
with.

This leaves the six issues of :

1. IT Controls, 2. Risk Management, 3. Formal Property Valuation, 4. Related Parties Policy,

5. Review of Fixed Assets Value and Depreciation and 6. Stripe Account.

Some of these issues relate to bookkeeping and will be corrected in due course. No. 3, 5 & 6.

The other projects No. 1, 2, and 4 - we will need assistance with. Please consider becoming a Committee Member or if any
of these items are in your area of expertise, please make yourself known to the Committee as we will gladly work with you
to assess and if necessary implement new policy and procedure.

In summary, DATA is strong financially but we need more people helping so DATA can continue.
Thank You.
Vicki Abbatangelo
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Dialysis & Transplant Association of Victoria Incorporated

ABN: 40 628 284 998

Statement of Financial Position

As At 30 June 2025

ASSETS

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents
Trade and other receivables
Other financial assets

Other assets

Total current assets

Non-current assets
Property, plant and equipment

Total non-current assets
TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Current liabilities
Trade and other payables

Income received in advance
Total current liabilities
TOTAL LIABILITIES

NET ASSETS

EQUITY
Asset revaluation reserve

Retained surplus
TOTAL EQUITY

Note

2025 2024
$ $

147,157 405,522
51,975 56,382
1,597,941 1,517,644
4,941 5,600
1,802,014 1,985,148
1,885,835 1,684,458
1,885,835 1,684,458
3,687,849 3,669,606
27,084 5,131
818 682
27,902 5,813
27,902 5,813
3,659,947 3,663,793
1,670,000 1,670,000
1,989,947 1,993,793
3,659,947 3,663,793
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Dialysis & Transplant Association of Victoria Incorporated
ABN: 40 628 284 998

Statement of Income and Expenditure and Other Comprehensive Income

For the Year Ended 30 June 2025

2025 2024
Note $ $

Revenue 2 138,561 138,313
Contractor (32,890) (4,218)
Education programs and Outreach projects (29,227) (31,535)
Social welfare (13,040) (8,529)
Depreciation and amortisation expense (12,737) (8,772)
Printing & stationery (7,369) (8,056)
Insurance ‘ (5,682) (8,800)
Rates & taxes (5,200) (5,534)
Utilities (5,022) (5,450)
Review fees (4,556) (4,225)
Bookkeeping (3,865) (5,061)
Travel (3,359) (2,567)
Postage (3,094) (2,666)
Repairs & maintenance (3,051) (2,378)
Social events (3,685) (1,408)
Telephone (2,032) (1,593)
Rent (1,294) (1,294)
Other expenses (6,304) (7,563)
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year (3,846) 28,664
Other comprehensive income

Total comprehensive income for the year (3,846) 28,664

Ffrom the Archibes

January 1986

FIRST VICTORIAN KIDS KIDNEY CAMP

For many of Victoria's paediatric renal patients the week of 1lth to 17th January
must surely have been the highlight of their Summer holidays, for this was the time
they spent at Arrabri Lodge, Warburton East, at the First Victorian Kids Kidney
Camp.
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DATA CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Studiey Park Boathouse

On
members along with their family

the 30th November, 39
and friends braved the
unpredictable wet Melbourne
weather to attend the last social
outing for the year, at Studley Park
Boat House. The sun did show up,
but only for a while.

It was great to meet some new
members and catch up with
others.

Everyone was able to pick what
they wanted to eat and all the
meals looked great.

Ashton and GCrant organised a
Christmas trivia with prizes for the
winners. Each guest received a
scratchy as a gift and a bonbon to
crack, for attending the DATA
Christmas Party.

Unfortunately, due to the wet
weather, it was difficult to move
around and catch up with
everyone. Most people left straight
after eating.

This year, we will organise the end
of year outing to be indoors, as it
also rained at the 2024 Christmas
event.

Looking forward to catching up
with everyone in 2026.

Christmas bonbon jokes:

Q: What do Santa’s elves like to eat
on cold days?
A: Elf-abet soup!

Q: What did one Christmas tree say
to the other?
A: Lighten up!

Q: What says Oh Oh Oh?
A: Santa walking backwards!

Q: How do snowmen get around?
A: They ride an icicle!

Q: What do you call Father Christ-
mas at the beach?
A: Sandy Claus!




ShoeString Dialysis & Transplant Association of Vie Inc Fage 11

March Outing—Free Event
BALLARAT FESTIVAL

When: Sunday 8" March 2026
Time: 11.00am
Where: Meet at the Robert Clark Conservatory

(within the Ballarat Botanical Gardens)
Gillies St North, Lake Wendouree

RSVP: 1stMarch 2026, phone 9894 0377 or
email info@datavic.org
Accessible Parking

Accessible Parking is in the North Gardens, entry off Wendouree Parade into Zoo Drive.

Travellers Aid is operating a transport service from the accessible carpark into the festival grounds. Signage will be
provided at both drop off/pick up locations.

Accessible Entry

Accessible entry in and out of the Ballarat Botanical Gardens is available at all gates. To access some of the lawns with
higher kerbs, ramps have been installed for easier access

Social Events for 2026
April Sunday 19th—Barefoot Bowls BBQ, Altona

Suggestions for 2026 Social Events

Flinders Street Station Tour ~ Werribee Zoo  Como House  Cranbourne Gardens
St Kilda Fairy Penguins Tour  Olinda Tea House  Geelong Rail & Sail

Steam Train to Bairnsdale or Ballarat  Imperial Hotel

For information regarding social events call:

Nicole 0407 467 466 or Darren 0404 038 407
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Dialysis and Transplant
Association of Victoria Inc.

PO Box 159,
Forest Hill Vic 3131

Phone: (03) 9894 0377
Email: info@datavic.org
www.datavic.org

Office Bearers

President

Steve Shuster 0427 517 770

Vice President

Brendan Lowry 0419 880 187

Secretary
Angela Lindsey 0435813 311
Treasurer
Vicki Abbatangelo 0408 103 571

Committee Members

Darren Hennessey 0404 038 407
Nicole Pearce 0407 467 466
Grant Monks 0477 777 995
Kerry Purdie 0477 184918

Holiday Homes Secretary

Yarrawonga and Rosebud

Amanda Pratt (03) 9589 4894
Shoe String Editor
Angela Lindsey 0435813 311

The views expressed in the editorial and the
contributed items, are those of the authors and
are not necessary the opinions of D.A.T.A. Vic.
Inc.

Find us on FACEBOOK

DATA—Dialysis and Transplant Association of
Victoria Inc

Please like or follow us on Facebook,

to keep up to date with everything.

It has a link to the Website.

If you need to know more contact

Darren Hennessey on 0404 038 407.

The Dialysis and Transplant Association of Victoria Incorpo-
rated (D.A.T.A.) is a patient self help group made up of people
with kidney failure and their families and friends. Social days
are held at regular intervals and the year culminates with the
annual Christmas event.

We own and run two holiday homes for use by our members—
One is at Yarrawonga, the other at Rosebud.

Happy New
Year

‘ShoeString > denotes the feeling

of life when it is turned up-side-down
and that, with Kidney failure, Dialysis
or Transplant, you sometimes have to
pull yourself up by the shoe strings to

get going.

From The Editor

CONTACT US ON EMAIL: info@datavic.org

SOME THINGS 6OF INTERESY

Everywhere

Is the multi award winning documentary which captures some of the
magic that happened when The Periscope Crew, a team of young
filmmakers living with disabilities, were tasked with capturing the
stories of transplant athletes and donor families at the 2023 World
Transplant Games in Perth for Transplant Australia.

It is worth a watch and can be seen on SBS On Demand.

28TH FEBRUARY

DISEASE DAY!

#RareButStrong #HopeForRare




