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 ShoeString 

PLACE: Mitcham Hotel  

 556 Maroondah Hwy.  

 Mitcham 

DATE: Sunday 28th July 2024 

TIME: 12.00pm 

COST: DATA will pay for the meal. 

 Everyone pays for their own drinks. 

RSVP:  21st July 2024, phone 9894 0377 or  

  email info@datavic.org   

DOOR PRIZE: One week at Rosebud or Yarrawonga  

   holiday house  
 

Come and join DATA members for some fun and laughter.  

Share stories. Be warm on a cold winter day.  

Have a meal and a drink. Make friends. 

Let’s Celebrate 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 

    2024 
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 ABN 40 628 284 998  
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DATA ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  

for 2024/2025 MEMBERSHIP 

is DUE 31st JULY 

If you have received a form, which accompanies this ShoeString,  

please send the completed form with payment details  to:  

info@datavic.org or post it to DATA PO Box 159 Forest Hill Vic. 3131 
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President’s Report 

Photo form Salzburg Lodge—8th June 1974 
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Joan is finally home 

Joan Eastwood was our longest       

serving committee member and has 

been a Life member since 2002. She 

retired from active committee duties in 

October 2023.  

This year, 2024, has not been a good 

year for Joan. She was in hospital for 

nearly 5 months, from January to May. 

Joan has finally gone home where she 

can be with her cats and chickens, and 

enjoy her vast and colourful garden.  

Her husband Peter Wilson has        

been looking af ter her with               

devotion and love.                                                           

We wish Joan and Peter all the best 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter is well and truly here. We 

decided to brave the elements and 

go on the DATA June outing to 

Portarlington on the ferry.  The 

weather was looking overcast and 

rain was expected.  We boarded 

the ferry, a twin hub catamaran 

which glided through the choppy 

waters. On arrival, the cloud 

cleared and the sun broke through. 

A few of us headed to 'The Grand 

Hotel' and had a lovely meal. After 

lunch we walked along the shops. 

One store was having their 3rd 

birthday and gave us a glass of 

sparkling wine, which was lovely. 

How nice it was to catch up with       

members on a social occasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hopefully, many of you will join us 

to celebrate Christmas in July on 

Sunday the 28th of July. Refer to 

page 1 for details. 

The renovations at Rosebud have 

been pushed back and now will 

commence on Monday the 12th  

August. Check with Amanda as for 

bookings at either home. 

Stay warm and safe, 

Brendan  

From left standing: 

1st Dr. John Dawborne  

5th Pauline Donovan (glasses) 

6th Brian Donovan (suit & tie) 

Behind Pauline (obscured) John Allen 

Behind Brian (over his shoulder) Clare 

Allen 

 

From left sitting: 

1st Anne Dawborne 

4th Ron Jones 

 

From right sitting: 

1st Elvie Jones 

 

From right standing: 

1st Pam Sutherland 

4th Ian Sutherland  
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As a clown doctor – Dr Fizzy    

Whizzy, my mission is to bring joy, 

laughter, and a sense of lightness 

to those who need it most.  I have 

been visiting the dialysis ward at 

our local hospitals, and each visit 

reminds me of the resilience and 

strength of the human spirit. 

Dialysis can be an arduous and 

draining experience for patients, 

many of whom are there for       

several hours’ multiple times a 

week. My role is to provide a much

-needed distraction and a spark of 

happiness. When I first enter the 

ward, the atmosphere often feels 

heavy with worry and fatigue. But 

as I make my rounds, sharing 

jokes, connecting, and engaging 

in playful banter, I witness an    

incredible transformation. Smiles 

emerge, laughter fills the air, and, 

for a moment, the patients, their 

carers and families are transported 

to a place where illness takes a 

backseat to joy. 

Thanks to the Dialysis & Transplant 

Association of Victoria, we have 

been able to visit the dialysis    

clinics at Royal Children's Hospital 

Melbourne and Monash Children’s 

Hospital. From January through 

March 2024, we completed 10   

visits, connecting with 78 children, 

carers, and hospital staff. This   

support has been instrumental in 

allowing us to spread joy and   

provide emotional relief to those 

undergoing treatment. 

The staff in the dialysis ward are 

also incredible. They work        

tirelessly to provide the best care 

for their patients, and I’ve found 

that my presence not only uplifts 

the patients but also offers a       

moment of relief for these         

dedicated professionals. It’s a joy 

to  co l laborate  with  such            

compassionate individuals who 

understand the profound impact 

that emotional well-being has on 

physical health. 

Being a clown doctor has shown 

me the remarkable power of     

human connection. Laughter truly 

is the best medicine, and I am 

grateful every day for the           

opportunity to spread happiness 

and hope to those who need it 

most. The dialysis ward has        

become a second home to me, and 

each visit reinforces my belief in 

the healing power of joy. 

Warm regards, 

The Humour Foundation is a national registered charity co-founded by 
the late GP Dr Peter Spitzer and a professional performer Jean-Paul Bell, 
The first Clown Doctors responded to the Port Arthur massacre in 1996. 
Regular Clown Doctors program was established at Sydney Children’s 

Hospital in 1997 and at the Royal Children’s Hospital in 1998. 

DATA has made a donation to The Humour Foundation, so the Clown Doctors can regularly visit the children’s 

dialysis units at RCH & MMC, where the children can have a laugh..     

The kids like them and the parents and staff often get involved in the fun as well—from RCH                                          

    

What is Polycystic Kidney Disease? 
Polycystic kidney disease (PKD) is a lifelong, genetic disease, that worsens over time                                                                   

as fluid-filled cysts form and enlarge both kidneys, often leading to kidney failure. 



 

Rosebud  17 Rosemore Road 

It’s a terrific place to holiday so take full advantage of the 

vacancies and book in a week or even just a weekend to get 

away. 

Vacancies  

15th of Sept till 22nd Sept  

22nd Sept till 29th Sept  

29th Sept till 6th Oct  

Rest of Oct and Nov available  

 

Cost: $220 per week for you and your immediate family. 

For HOUSE bookings please ring 

Rosebud House Secretary 

Amanda Pratt Ph: 9589 4894 

Yarrawonga   5 Coghill St. 

Why not enjoy a holiday in a great part of Australia just 

metres away from Lake Mulwala.  

Vacancies   

August all available  

6th Oct till 13th Oct  

13th Oct till 20th Oct  

27th Oct till 3rd Nov  

10th Nov till 17th Oct  

17th Nov till 24th Nov  

24th Nov till 1st Dec  

 

Cost: $220 per week for you and your immediate family. 

Call as we do get vacancies. 

Bookings at the Yarrawonga Renal Unit Ph: 5743 8189 

For HOUSE bookings please ring  

Yarrawonga House Secretary                                                  

Amanda Pratt   Ph: 9589 4894 

Please Remember  

To Take The Holiday 

House Key! 

Page 4  ShoeString Dialysis & Transplant Association of Vic Inc 

  

 DO NOT FORGET 

If you need to dialyse at either 

the Rosebud or Yarrawonga   

Renal Units, please do the      

following: 

 Contact the hospital to check 

the availability of booking a 

chair 

 Check the vacancy dates of 

the Holiday House. 

 Then, contact the hospital to 

confirm booking. 

 Finally, ring to book the    

Holiday House 

DATA Holiday Homes  

 

The Rosebud & Yarrawonga holiday homes are for the use of DATA members and their immediate family, with a 

member present on all holidays booked. 

Both houses can facilitate haemodialysis machines. For those members on home dialysis, please contact the 

House Secretary to discuss if your hospital technician can supply and install a dialysis machine in the house for 

your holiday. 

We are sure you will appreciate that members on haemodialysis find it very difficult to holiday, so we often      

prioritise them over PD and transplant members. But there are always vacancies so please don’t hesitate to ring 

and check. 

Friends and extended family are welcome to join the DATA member and they must pay $20 per person per night.  

Please note, you are responsible for the cleaning of the houses when you leave which does include bathroom and 

toilet, so we expect the houses to be left neat and tidy for the next holiday makers and please do not leave any 

food. 

No pets allowed with Guide dogs being the exception. 



COME AND HOLIDAY IN BEAUTIFUL YARRAWONGA  

Yarrawonga is approximately 270 kilometres north east of Melbourne. It is situated on the South bank of Murray 

river. The twin town Mulwala is on the NSW side of the Murray river. The main attraction is Lake Mulwala which 

was formed by damming the Murray in 1939 for the Darling irrigation scheme.  

Yarrawonga commenced as a village in 1868. The Post Office opened in 1874. In 1886 a railway connected it to 

Melbourne. Mulwala transport bridge was built in 1924 to connect Yarrawonga and Mulwala. 

Yarrawonga DATA holiday house, situated at 5 Coghill Street, was purpose built in 1986 to accommodate home 

dialysis patients. It is only 50 metres from Lake Mulwala. Recently a playground was built on the foreshore of the 

lake. Walks are lovely around the lake and the locals are friendly. 
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5-11 August 2024  

Loneliness Awareness Week is about shining a spotlight 

on the universal experience of loneliness, squashing  

misconceptions about who experiences loneliness and 

highlighting the role we all play – individuals,             

communities, workplaces, education, government – in 

reducing loneliness and creating more opportunities for 

meaningful social connection.  



Filter Fun Park The Musical goes west 
Many of you will remember that DATA 

has sponsored Filter Your Future (FYF) 

since 2017 to provide education for 

children that could help to prevent  

kidney disease caused by unhealthy 

lifestyle choices. During the pandemic, 

online lessons were created for        

primary school teachers, and now those        

educat ion modules are being        

downloaded all across the world. Not 

only did DATA sponsor the online    

lessons, but they supported the        

development of a musical theatre     

production as a novel way to engage 

the community in health education and 

especially to encourage children how 

to keep kidneys healthy.  

Since the successful premiere of our 

production last May (2023) in            

Melbourne, “Filter Fun Park The       

Musical”, was invited to the Perth 

Fringe Festival in January this year. This 

provided our WA-based Amy Fortnum 

(Playwright and Director) and Ashlee 

Clapp (Composer and Musical          

Director), a wonderful opportunity to 

further develop the show based on 

feedback from the Melbourne shows. 

Amy and Ashlee spent six months    

refining the script, songs and lyrics and 

adapted the show to an outdoor stage 

setting with undercover tiered seating. 

The venue was Yagan Square (“the 

Federation Square of Perth”), and the 

weather was hot, but not too hot, for the 

five shows. The cast consisted of seven  

professional WA actors and six school 

students who took part in a school    

holiday drama program run by Amy 

and Ashlee, where they learnt their 

parts for the show.  

Yvonne Farquharson 

Here's the updated synopsis of the   

musical: 

Brian Brain runs a pretty smooth         

operation at Filter Fun Park. He’ll be the 

first to tell you that his theme park is 

home to some of the most incredible 

rides you’ve ever seen, including the 

Beating Tide Heart Ride and, the main 

attraction, the jaw-dropping Kidney 

Coaster. But, the most amazing thing 

about this theme park is that it all        

naturally takes place inside the human 

body. As the big boss, Brian takes pride 

in making good choices to ensure that all 

of his staff stay happy and healthy. This 

means making sure that every shopping 

trip, like the one today, goes according 

to plan. He’s had a lot of experience with 

Aisle 3 – those fruit and vegetables are 

always a delight. But when the extra 

cake, lollies and chips from Aisle 9 come 

barging through the Tooth ticket booth 

and straight into Maisel Mouth, Brian 

realises he may have bitten off more than 

he can chew. Heather Heart begins   

getting palpitations and the Kidney 

Coaster struggles to cope with all of the 

sugary energy, which leads to            

permanent damage. It’s up to Brian to 

learn from his mistakes and make  

healthier choices to ensure Filter Fun 

Park stays in its best shape for many 

years to come. 

Filter Fun Park is a fun, educational   

journey through the human body, using 

personified foods and body parts to  

explore how the choices we make about 

food impact the way our body functions. 

Fictional comedy, educational facts, and 

energetic original music combine to talk 

about our health, specifically that of our 

kidneys, in a way it’s never been talked 

about before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Filter Fun Park - Bright Side           

Productions (Fringe World 2024) 

Reviewed by Kate O'Sullivan 

 

 Edutainment. Noun. Entertainment with 

an educational aspect. This is the     

perfect genre for the new educational 

musical currently being performed by 

Bright Side Productions, Filter Fun Park. 

With a cast of 6 adults and 6 children, 

be ready to learn some things but to 

well and truly be entertained along the 

way. 

 

The set is minimal, with two pop-up 

tents, but serviceable. They certainly 

didn't detract from the performance, 

and there was good use of the levels 

the audience was sitting on to keep 

things interesting. The music is catchy, 

and the songs are short enough to keep 

the littlest members of the audience 

engaged the whole way through. 

 

There isn't a weak link in the cast. With 

Brian Brain (Jake Tolich), Heather Heart 

(Ruby Voss), Stanley Stomach (Ethan 

Churchill), Maisel Mouth (Nicole 

George) and the Kidney Twins (Grace 

Whitney and Ethan Battle), we get high-

energy, pun-filled representations of 

the human body, all of whom throw the 

audiences attention around and keep 

us on the rollercoaster that is the show. 

When you add in 6 junior cast members 

as both well-behaved and every-

teacher's-nightmare foodstuffs, the fun 

doesn't stop. The kids have been well-

drilled and they don't miss a comedic 

beat either. Well done. 

 

As with many an outdoor production, 

there are some microphone issues and 

some external sounds that interrupt 

proceedings (shout-out to the lungs on 

that toddler), but they are handled well 

by the cast and crew. It's also always a 

risk to have to call on the audience for 

moments, but there were well-planned 

backstops in case the audience didn't 

want to volunteer themselves, which 

were well used by the cast. 

 

The audience was engaged the whole 

way through, no mean feat with some 

very smalls on a hot day. My only     

recommendation, other than to get 

down and see it? Don't forget the sun-

block - the 10 am sun has a kick to it. 

But that shouldn't keep you away from 

the Filter Fun Park - a winner this 

Fringe World season. 
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The cast, 

with Ashlee, 

Amy & 

Yvonne 

(green T-

shirt)  

Founder of 

FYF 
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       The RMH Sue Hatzimichalis                        
   Postgraduate Renal Nursing                  
   Scholarship  

     

          About the RMH Sue Hatzimichalis Postgraduate Renal  Nursing Scholarship.  
    

In 2024, the Dialysis and Transplant Association of Victoria Incorporated (DATA) established a nursing          

scholarship at the Royal Melbourne Hospital, titled the RMH Sue Hatzimichalis Postgraduate Renal Nursing       

Scholarship. 

This scholarship is named in honour of Sue Hatzimichalis, a Registered Nurse and carer for her husband with           

end stage kidney disease.  Sue was a dedicated, long-time member of DATA, serving as President and Secretary. 

This scholarship is in recognition of her commitment to patients with kidney disease and their families. 

The RMH Sue Hatzimichalis Postgraduate Renal Nursing Scholarship will provide nurses at RMH with financial 

support to assist with expenses in undertaking postgraduate education. This scholarship aims to enhance the 

skills of individual nurses with the ultimate goal of the provision of excellent care for renal patients at RMH. 

We are deeply grateful for this investment to further develop our dedicated nurses to benefit Nephrology        

patients and their families.   

                Thank you 

We are very grateful for the impact that had been made possible by RMH Sue Hatzimichalis Postgraduate Renal   

Nursing Scholarship. 

Sue Hatzimichalis’ legacy continues to make a meaningful contribution towards the development of nursing 

practice and the outcomes benefit many patients and their families in the care of the Royal Melbourne Hospital. 

We welcome the opportunity meet with you and provide an update in person. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please contact: 

Fiona Greco 

Development Manager, RMH Foundation 

 

 

My name is Alison George and I have worked in the renal area at the 

Royal Melbourne Hospital for the last 18 months. One of the strong      

reasons why I decided to move to the RMH Renal area from country    

Victoria was to broaden my experience and skills in renal nursing. I am 

particularly grateful to have the opportunity to start my postgraduate 

work in renal nursing in a hospital that has such a strong reputation in all 

areas of renal services. Relocating to Melbourne has been expensive and 

the scholarship I have received has enabled me to continue with my 

studies. I doubt I would have been able to afford to complete a graduate 

certificate without the support of DATA. The tertiary scholarship for renal 

nurses in memory of Sue Hatzimichalis has been invaluable in this        

regard. 

I had previously worked in other areas of nursing, but my postgraduate work at 

RMH has allowed me access to skill and professional development across a range 

of areas including transplants and home dialysis. The encouragement I have     

received from colleagues during my postgraduate year has been a major factor in my decision to focus on renal 

nursing as my speciality. RMH has opened up a wide range of future opportunities for in my career planning at 

RMH and beyond. 

Scholarship Recipients 

Alison George 



RMH Scholarship Recipients (Continued) 
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     Brittany Henry 

My name is Brittany and I have been working on the renal ward at Royal Melbourne hospital since the beginning of 

2021. Renal was my first preference of rotations for my graduate year and I was lucky enough to be granted it for my 

first rotation. I had no previous placement experience with renal, but my passion stems from personal reasons with my 

nephew being diagnosed with stage 4 CKD at the age of 12, whilst I was completing my first year of my Bachelor of 

Nursing. His diagnosis and journey through to transplant led me to want to learn as much as    

possible about CKD to be able to help support him and my family throughout his life. After work-

ing on the ward for the past few years gaining valuable experience, I felt the next step for me was 

to complete a postgraduate certificate in renal.  

This certificate allows me to specialise in renal, giving me the opportunity to learn haemodialysis, 

as well as continue to improve my skills with peritoneal dialysis, caring for post-operative     

transplant patients – which is a particularly rewarding experience for me, and all the other       

diagnoses and treatments that come along with CKD. I would like to take the time to thank DATA 

and honour the legacy of Sue Hatzimichalis for giving me this opportunity to advance my skills 

and knowledge without the financial burden that normally comes with gaining postgraduate    

certificates.     

     KC Pratista 

Thank you to the Dialysis and Transplant Association (DATA) for providing funding to support my post graduate study. 

I came across the knowledge that the scholarship provided by DATA was in honouring of Sue Hatzimichalis, who had a 

lived experience in caring for her husband with end stage kidney disease. Caring for family with chronic illness           

requires an immense level of patience, and compassion and can sometimes get unpredictable and difficult to control 

things. I have great respect for family members like Sue Hatzimichalis who come to the hospital, hand in hand with 

their loved ones, giving support to patients required during difficult times.  

So, I am grateful to DATA, the association that acknowledges the work of carers like Ms. 

Hatzimichalis for funding my post graduate journey. This has given me immense pride and 

a heightened sense of responsibility to not just do well in my studies but also use that 

knowledge to improve the care that I provide to patients and families with ESKD.  

Simply put, my main purpose in doing a post graduate study in renal was to rationalise and 

understand the theory as to why we do things the way we do. In my opinion, understanding 

the basics is significant in providing optimal care. Having a knowledgeable clinician not 

only ensures appropriate care but also increases the trust in patients and family members 

towards healthcare. Being able to answer difficult questions or being able to find the right 

person who could answer the question for patients and families is the primary reason why I 

wanted to advance my knowledge through post graduate study.  

       
     Anna Umagat 

“I’m not good enough for this” is what I told myself when I started working in Nephrology. Coming from a General               

Medical ward, Nephrology felt like a whole new world to me. There were plenty of things I didn’t know and I       

sometimes felt inadequate and unqualified to be there. Some of the reasons that made me 

stay though was the joy and excitement of learning and experiencing new things, witnessing 

patients get another chance at a more normal life through kidney transplant and being a part 

of a patient’s journey hoping that somehow I had made their hospital stay bearable, even just 

a little bit. Working alongside my very knowledgeable, passionate, and generous colleagues 

and my desire to provide better care for the patients I look after, inspired me to take up    

further studies in Renal Nursing. This Post Graduate course will provide me with the 

knowledge to better understand what my patients are going through and equip me with skills 

to provide better care for my patients. Thank you DATA for giving me the opportunity to   

further enhance my knowledge and skills in Renal Nursing by generously funding my     

scholarship in honour of Sue Hatzimichalis. It is my hope to be able to repay your generosity 

through being a good care provider to every renal failure patient I will come across. 
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      Khushboo Kayastha 

I am currently pursuing a post graduate renal nursing qualification to enhance my knowledge and increase my         

proficiency in the specialised field of nephrology nursing.  

Renal nursing includes various responsibilities, ranging from patient education,    

management of chronic kidney disease to supporting patients commencing dialysis 

and having a kidney transplant.  Renal nursing involves the demands of                   

comprehensive knowledge and specialised skills to provide best care for individuals 

with kidney related health issues.  

In undertaking this postgraduate renal program, my main goal is to deepen my     

clinical assessment and intervention skills, have a clearer understanding of renal 

pathophysiology and provide best person-centred care to patients. This postgraduate 

certificate will also help me to enhance my ability to critically analyse and evaluate 

complex renal conditions and helps me to provide more comprehensive and effective 

care.  

Additionally, postgraduate certificate education will help me to foster my leadership 

skills, help to advocate for renal patients and to collaborate with a multidisciplinary 

team to provide quality care to the patients. Moreover, a post graduate certificate will also help me in my career ad-

vancement.   

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to DATA and Sue Hatzimichalis for this generous scholarship support. 

I am deeply thankful for this opportunity, and I am committed to utilizing my skills and knowledge in clinical practice 

to make a positive impact in renal nursing practice. Thank you, DATA and Sue, for this invaluable support and         

contribution to my educational journey.  

RMH Scholarship Recipients (Continued) 

     Kammi Wong 

In writing this short thank you note, a simple thank you per se is an understatement – my heartfelt thanks to the        

Dialysis and Transplant Association (DATA), especially in honour of Sue, for the generosity and foresight to develop 

our potential. 

It was indeed my honour to be awarded the scholarship, for which I am truly grateful. This 

scholarship meant a lot to me, both professionally and personally. Not only am I provided 

opportunities to learn from experienced educators on advanced renal nursing knowledge, 

but I also have exposure to up-to-date practical skills on various renal replacement        

therapies. Having studied this graduate certificate will not only benefit me personally but 

advance the professional standards of our renal nursing team at RMH as a whole and 

strengthen our nursing workforce with competence. 

After working in the nursing profession for some time, being awarded this academic   

scholarship is like a full charge of an electric vehicle battery. The charge is a much-needed 

one and the charging journey is blissful – I feel like I am recharged as a person, and more 

so as a nurse. 

Last but certainly not least, I say as a migrant that I am blessed to have received heart-warming support from my ward 

and local communities to continue my nursing career here at RMH. As I understand the values of cultural diversity, I 

look forward to serving and providing holistic care to our renal patients with diverse cultural backgrounds. 

World Humanitarian Day is a United 
Nations holiday observed every year 
on August 19. It is a day to honor  

humanitarian personnel and recognize 
their efforts as aid workers during 

humanitarian world crises.   

World Humanitarian Day  

Monday 19th August 
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On Saturday 25th May 2024 DATA 

members experienced Melbourne 

Skydeck at night. Melbourne city 

was ablaze with lights. Flinders 

S t reet  S ta t ion  was eas i ly               

recognisable with the glow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Skydeck, it was dinner at 

Sopranos on Southbank. It was a 

lovely meal. The vegetarian pizzas 

were very tasty.  

 

 

 

 

At Melbourne Cricket Ground 

( M C G ) ,  E s s e n d o n  p l a y e d          

Richmond. It looked like daytime, 

with all the light towers on. Can 

you remember which team won? 

(Essendon) 

It was great to check out             

Melbourne at night from the 88th 

floor, nearly 300 meters above the 

street. The pink moon looked   

wonderful.  

 

 

 

If you haven’t experienced        

Melbourne at night, from way up 

high, you need to do it sometime, 

the lights look amazing. 

Melbourne Skydeck 

Port Phillip Ferries 

On Sunday 30th June 2024, Melbourne weather was not at it’s best. It was cold and wet. Despite the weather, nine 

DATA members and friends decided to brave the elements. The ferry ride to Portarlington on the Geelong Flyer 

was quite smooth. The sun did come out for a while and it was very pleasant. There were shops to look at, winery 

to visit and plenty of walks. 

All rugged up.
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August Outing 

Ballarat Wildlife Park 

When:  Sunday 25th August 2024 

Time:  11.00 am 

Where:  Meet outside the ticket box,  250 Fussell St. Ballarat East 

Cost:  $10 - members and carers, $20 - non members 

RSVP:  17th August 2024, phone 9894 0377 or email – info@datavic.org 

Come see the Wildlife park to smile at a crocodile and pat a wombat. 

Bring a picnic lunch or have lunch at the café.  

September Outing 

Aboriginal Heritage Walk, Botanic Gardens 

When:  Sunday 22nd September 2024 

Time:  10.45 am 

Where:  Meet at  the Visitor Centre, Royal Botanic Gardens , 100 Birdwood Ave. Melbourne 

Cost:  $10 - members and carers, $15- non members 

Duration: The walk will take  90 minutes 

RSVP:  13th September 2024, phone 9894 0377 or email – info@datavic.org 

Womin Djeka! Journey into Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, a significant cultural site for the local Kulin Nation, with a First 

Peoples guide.  

Gain insight into the rich history and thriving culture of the First  Peoples of Australia through a journey of identifying significant 

native plants within the Gardens. Learn about the Aboriginal plant uses,  customs and ongoing connection to country. 
 

 

DonateLife Week 2024 

28th July—4th August 

 



‘ShoeString’ denotes the feeling 

of life when it is turned up-side-down 

and that, with Kidney failure, Dialysis 

or Transplant, you sometimes have to 

pull yourself up by the shoe strings to 

get going. 

CONTACT US ON EMAIL: editor.shoestring@gmail.com 

Or info@datavic.org 

 

Don’t Forget to Renew Your Membership 

due July 31st for 2024/2025 

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

1.  Personal Cheque made out to DATA to accompany form. 

2.  Money order made out to DATA to accompany form. 

3.  Credit Card (Subscription form must still be returned). 

4.  On line www.datavic.org 

5.  Bank Transfer (Subscription form must still be returned). 

BSB Number:  013 304 

Account Number: 527671791 

Description: Your member number + surname 

From The Editor 

The Dialysis and Transplant Association of Victoria Incorpo-

rated (D.A.T.A.) is a patient self help group made up of people 

with kidney failure and their families and friends. Social days 

are held at regular intervals and the year culminates  with the 

annual Christmas event. 

We own and run two holiday homes for use by our members—

One is at Yarrawonga, the other at Rosebud. 
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The views expressed in the editorial and the 

contributed items, are those of the authors and 

are not necessary the opinions of D.A.T.A. Vic. 

Inc. 

 

Find us on FACEBOOK  

DATA—Dialysis and Transplant Association of 

Victoria Inc  

Please like or follow us on Facebook, to keep 

up to date with everything.  

It has a link to the Website.  

If you need to know more contact  

Darren Hennessey on 0404 038 407.  


